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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-24 are pending in this application. 

Claim Rejections -35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 15-16 and 23-24 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Petite (US Patent 7,103,511 B2). 

As per claim 15, Petite teaches "A method for sharing configuration information 
among a plurality of devices," (see Abstract and column 2 line 48 - column 3 line 6) 

"the method comprising: transmitting a data sample from a producer device to a 
consumer device via a network;" (Figure 1 references 130, 140, column 5 lines 17-23, 
and column 6 lines 44-61 , wherein one or more sensors or actuators are connected to 
the network and sends information to site controllers) 

"receiving a request at the producer device from the consumer device to send 
configuration information to the consumer device, the configuration information relating 
to the data sample;" (column 11 lines 11-56 and column 16 lines 10-20, wherein site 
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controllers contain memory with look-up tables holding specific settings and functions, 
and can pass messages to a plurality of sensor/actuators containing commands) 

"automatically transmitting the configuration information stored in the producer 
device that is not from a central configuration repository from the producer device to the 
consumer device via the network in response to receiving the request from the 
consumer device" (column 12 lines 8-19, lines 56-64, and column 15 line 25-41, lines 
48-57, wherein a site controller can send changes in current sensor/actuator settings in 
response to detected data from sensor/actuators) 

As per claim 16, Petite teaches "detecting a mismatch at the consumer device in 
the configuration information." (column 6 line 62 - column 7 line 7) 

As per claim 23, Petite teaches "A computer program product for sharing 
configuration information among a plurality of devices," (see Abstract and column 2 line 
48 - column 3 line 6) 

"the computer program product comprising: a storage medium readable by a 
processing circuit and storing instructions for execution by the processing circuit for 
performing a method comprising:" (column 8 lines 35-58) 

"transmitting a data sample from a producer device to a consumer device via a 
network;" (Figure 1 references 130, 140, column 5 lines 17-23, and column 6 lines 44- 
61 , wherein one or more sensors>or actuators are connected to the network and sends 
information to site controllers) 
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"receiving a request at the producer device from the consumer device to send 
configuration information to the consumer device, the configuration information relating 
to the data sample;" (column 11 lines 11-56 and column 16 lines 10-20, wherein site 
controllers contain memory with look-up tables holding specific settings and functions, 
and can pass messages to a plurality of sensor/actuators containing commands) 

"automatically transmitting the configuration information stored in the producer 
device that is not from a central configuration repository^ from the producer device to 
the consumer device via the network in response to receiving the request from the 
consumer device" (column 12 lines 8-19, lines 56-64, and column 15 line 25-41, lines 
48-57, wherein a site controller can send changes in current sensor/actuator settings in 

* 

response to detected data from sensor/actuators) 

As per claim 24, Petite teaches "configuration information is stored in the 
producer device." (column 11 lines 11-22, column 17 lines 12-26, lines 36-42) 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-14 and 17-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Petite (US Patent 7,103,511 B2) in view of Carlson etal. (US Patent 
7,133,907 B2) 
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As per claim 1, Petite teaches "A system for sharing configuration information 
among a plurality of devices," (see Abstract and column 2 line 48 - column 3 line 6) 
"the system comprising: a network;" (Figure 1 and column 4 lines 21-34) 
"a plurality of consumer devices in communication with the network;" (Figure 1 
references 130, 140, column 5 lines 17-23, and column 6 lines 44-61, wherein one or 
more sensors or actuators are connected to the network) 

"and a plurality of producer devices in communication with the network, 
the plurality of producer devices able to communicate with the plurality of 
consumer devices via the network," (column 5 lines 57-10, wherein a plurality of 
site controllers are connected to a plurality of sensors/actuators via transceivers, 
and is also connected to the automated monitoring system, including multiple 
user workstations) 

"each of the plurality of producer devices including independent 
configuration information protocol without a central configuration information 
repository that when provided to one of the plurality of consumer devices allow 
the receiving consumer device to properly configure data received from the 
producer device from which the configuration information was received," (column 
11 lines 11-56 and column 16 lines 10-20, wherein site controllers contain 
memory with look-up tables holding specific settings and functions, and can pass 
messages to a plurality of sensor/actuators containing commands) 
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"each of the plurality of consumer devices able to automatically request 
configuration information from one of the plurality of producer devices pertaining 
to data received from the one of the plurality of producer devices in response to 
receiving data from the one of the plurality of producer devices." (column 12 lines 
8-19, lines 56-64, and column 15 line 25-41, lines 48-57, wherein a site controller 
can send changes in current sensor/actuator settings in response to detected 
data from sensor/actuators) 

Petite does not teach "one of the plurality of producer devices having 
configuration information that can be different than the configuration information in 
another of the plurality of producer devices," 

Carlson teaches "one of the plurality of producer devices having configuration 
information that can be different than the configuration information in another of the 
plurality of producer devices," (column 6 lines 7-22, column 6 line 61 - column 7 line 21 , 
wherein a plurality of elements contain multiple different configuration information for a 
plurality of resources). 

It would have been obvious at the time of the invention for one of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify Petite's system of monitoring and controlling a plurality of remote 
devices with Carlson's ability to utilize multiple configuration information contained in 
different elements to provide configuration elements for a plurality of resources to 
handle multiple configuration files contained in different sources. This gives the user the 
ability to utilize multiple configurations that are separately stored in different site 
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controllers. The motivation for doing so would be to provide an optimal configuration in a 
network (column 2 lines 37-39) 

As per claim 2, Petite teaches "the configuration information includes one or 
more of data type, encoding, location, and array length a signature, a time stamp, data 
size, an array element index, cardinality, an offset, and an address of a data sample." 
(column 17 lines 12-26, lines 36-42) 

As per claim 3, Petite teaches "the configuration information includes default 
values." (column 1 1 lines 33-45, "function codes") 

As per claim 4, Carlson teaches "the configuration information includes a first 
configuration and a second configuration, the second configuration being unique in 
comparison to configurations of all other producer devices, the producer device 
transmits the data sample having the first configuration and a version of the first 
configuration and at least one of an indication that the second configuration is pending 
and a version of the second configuration." (column 10 lines 6-35, column 11 lines 7-17) 

As per claim 5, Carlson teaches "the producer device receives a request from 
the consumer device to send the configuration information in response to the at least 
one of the indication that the second configuration is pending and the version of the 
second configuration." (column 10 line 36 - column 11 line 3) 

As per claim 6, Carlson teaches "the configuration information includes a first 
configuration and a second configuration, the second configuration being unique in 
comparison to configurations of all other producer devices, the producer device 
transmits at least one of the data sample having the first configuration, a version of the 
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first configuration, an indication that the second configuration is pending, and a version 
of the second configuration." (column 10 lines 6-35, column 11 lines 7-17) 

As per claim 7, Carlson teaches "the producer device receives a request from 
the consumer device to send the configuration information in response to the at least 
one of the indication that the second configuration is pending and the version of the 
second configuration." (column 10 line 36 - column 11 line 3) 

As per claim 8, Petite teaches "the consumer device detects a mismatch in the 
configuration information via the network." (column 6 line 62 - column 7 line 7) 

As per claim 9, Petite teaches "the producer device receives an instruction from 
external source to change the configuration information from a first configuration to a 
second configuration." (column 20 lines 33-45) 

As per claim 10, Petite teaches "the producer device instructs the consumer 
device via the network that a change in the configuration information is pending." 
(column 17 lines 12-35, column 18 lines 9-22, column 19 line 49 - column 20 line 5) 

As per claim 11, Petite teaches "the producer device maintains a first 
configuration for a predetermined time and creates a second configuration." (column 17 
lines 12-26, lines 36-42) 

As per claim 12, Petite teaches "the producer device transmits the second 
configuration to the consumer device." (column 15 lines 48-67) 

As per claim 13, Petite teaches "the producer device implements the second 
configuration and the consumer device responds and implements the second 
configuration." (column 16 line 55 - column 17 line 11) 
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As per claim 14, Petite teaches "the network includes at least one of an local 
area network, a wide area network, a global network, a virtual private network, an 
intranet, an Ethernet local area network with internet protocol." (Figure 1 reference 120 
and column 5 lines 57-65) 

As per claim 17, Petite is disclosed as per claim 15 above. Petite does not teach 
"receiving an instruction at the producer device to change the configuration information 
from a first configuration to a second configuration." 

Carlson teaches "receiving an instruction at the producer device to change the 
configuration information from a first configuration to a second configuration." (column 6 
lines 7-22, column 6 line 61 - column 7 line 21, wherein a plurality of elements contain 
multiple different configuration information for a plurality of resources). 

It would have been obvious at the time of the invention for one of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify Petite's system of monitoring and controlling a plurality of remote 
devices with Carlson's ability to utilize multiple configuration information contained in 
different elements to provide configuration elements for a plurality of resources to 
handle multiple configuration files contained in different sources. This gives the user the 
ability to utilize multiple configurations that are separately stored in different site 
controllers. The motivation for doing so would be to provide an optimal configuration in a 
network (column 2 lines 37-39) 

As per claim 18, Petite teaches "instructing the consumer device via the network 
that the change in the configuration information is pending." (column 18 lines 9-22) 
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As per claim 19, Petite teaches "maintaining the first configuration at the 
producer device for a predetermined time and creating the second configuration at the 
producer device." (column 17 lines 12-26, lines 36-42) 

As per claim 20, Petite teaches "transmitting the second configuration to the 
consumer device." (column 15 lines 48-67) 

As per claim 21, Petite teaches "implementing the second configuration at the 
producer device." (column 15 lines 48-67 and column 17 lines 36-42) 

As per claim 22, Petite teaches "implementing the second configuration at the 
consumer device in response to the producer device implementing the second 
configuration." (column 16 line 55 - column 17 line 11) 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments, see page 6, filed 7/18/2007, with respect to the rejection 
of claims 1-24 have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 

a. Examiner is entitled to give claim limitations their broadest reasonable 
interpretation in light of the specification. See MPEP 21 1 1 [R-1] 

Interpretation of Claims-Broadest Reasonable Interpretation During patent 

■ 

examination, the pending claims must be 'given the broadest reasonable 
interpretation consistent with the specification.' Applicant always has the 
opportunity to amend the claims during prosecution and broad interpretation by 
the examiner reduces the possibility that the claim, once issued, will be 
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interpreted more broadly than is justified. In re Prater, 162 USPQ 541,550-51 
(CCPA 1969). 

b. Applicant's argument is stated as Petite does not teach the limitation of 
configuration information stored in the producer device that is not from a central 
configuration repository. 

In regards to the argument, Examiner respectfully disagrees. The 
argument the applicant's representative makes hinges on the advantages 
disclosed by the specification, and that a central configuration repository is a 
primary element of Petite. Examiner respectfully directs attention to Figure 1 , 
reference 150, wherein a plurality of site controllers are present and 
communicates with clients. The rejection above interprets site controllers to be 
producer devices connected to sensor and actuator devices, herein interpreted 
as consumer devices. There is no central configuration repository, but rather one 
or a plurality of site controllers that transmit current actuator settings, herein 
interpreted as configuration information, to sensors and actuators (column 5 lines 
57-61, column 12 lines 8-19, lines 56-64). The cited section, column 16 lines 17- 
20, in the response page 6, states that the fact that site controller maintains 
device information makes it analogous to a central configuration repository. 
Examiner respectfully disagrees, as storing configuration information in the 
producer device is disclosed by the limitations of the claim, and so the fact that 
site controller contains device information does not make it a central 
configuration repository, since a plurality of site controllers may be present in the 



Application/Control Number: 10/711,272 Page 12 

Art Unit: 2168 

network. The device information may also be from the sensor devices, which the 
site controller stores to respond to data requests (column 12 lines 56-64). 
Therefore, Petite teaches that configuration information is stored in the producer 
device that is not from a central configuration repository. 

c. Applicant's argument is stated as Petite in view of Carlson does not teach 
the limitation of no central configuration repository. 

In regards to the argument, Examiner respectfully disagrees. As outlined 
above in the response to the arguments, Petite discloses configuration 
information stored in the producer device that is not from a central configuration 
repository. Carlson is used in combination with Petite to disclose the limitation 
that one of a plurality of devices contains configuration information contains 
different configuration information stored in another of a plurality of devices, and 
is not used to reject the limitation involving no central configuration repository 
being present. Therefore, Petite in view of Carlson teaches the limitation of no 
central configuration repository. 

d. Applicant's argument is stated as Petite in view of Carlson does not teach 
the producer device instructs the consumer device via the network that a change 
in the configuration information is pending. 

In regards to the argument, Examiner respectfully disagrees. As 
established above, a site controller transmits device settings to a single or a 
plurality of sensors and actuators. Column 17 lines 12-35 teaches that a site 
controller sends "read status" messages to a sensor/actuator to convey that a 



Application/Control Number: 10/711,272 Page 13 

Art Unit: 2168 

status is needed as part of a command message. A command message from a 
site controller is a specific command that a sensor/actuator must follow (column 
16 lines 55-64). Via command messages, a site controller can monitor and 
control a plurality of devices (column 20 lines 33-45), provided the receiving 
device receives the command message and sends back an acknowledgement. 
Petite in view of Carlson teaches the producer device instructs the consumer 
device via the network that a change in the configuration information is pending. 



Conclusion 

7. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 

i 

MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dangelino N. Gortayo whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7204. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30-4:30. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tim T. Vo can be reached on (571)272-3642. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Dangelino N. Gortayo Tim Vo 

Examiner SPE 




T1MV0 

SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 21 00 



